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Together with the drawings, the photographs contained in the report pres-
ent an architectural project, as such. The relationship between techno-
cratic management and design behind the estates is succinctly summed up 
in this report, even if not explicitly stated. It informs the reader (and the 
audience at the UN committee): we had a problem; we solved this problem 
by producing architecture; the inhabitation of that architecture is less of 
a concern.  

Exterior view of the settlement, garden.
Photographs from Republic of Cyprus, Department of Town Planning and Housing, 

Strovolos II Housing Development: Case Study 
(Nicosia: Department of Town Planning and Housing, 1977), 13. 

Exterior view of the settlement, facade.
Photographs from Republic of Cyprus, Department of Town Planning and Housing, 

Strovolos II Housing Development: Case Study 
(Nicosia: Department of Town Planning and Housing, 1977), 17.



Housing and Class compositionBurning Farm Page 28 of 30

Today, nearly fifty years later, the estates look significantly different from 
their original form. The houses, whose residents received title deeds earli-
er than those living in apartments, have in many cases been transformed. 
This could be a reaction to the uniformity and the perceived stigma. A 
program by the Department of Town Planning and Housing called “Ktizo” 
looks to improve the quality of life and housing on the estates. It does this 
primarily through the demolition and replacement of apartment build-
ings. Apartment buildings, due to a lack of maintenance and title deeds 
handed out much later, together with the cheap and supposedly temporary 
nature of their construction, faced various issues. The social composition 
of the estates has changed dramatically, as original residents have moved 
out and others have moved in. This includes migrant communities—a po-
etic reflection of the changes in class composition and social perception 
that the Republic of Cyprus has seen over the past decades.

Reading the housing estates for displaced Greek Cypriots through the 
lens of class composition and social reproduction reveals them as far more 
than an emergency housing solution. Projects such as the Strovolos II es-
tate crystallize a moment when an acute crisis intersected with longer-
term processes of capitalist restructuring in the Republic of Cyprus. The 
estates functioned simultaneously as welfare interventions, sites of labor 
power reproduction, engines for economic reactivation, as well as terrains 
of political contestation. They were instrumental to the state’s effort to 
restabilize after the war, while at the same time instrumentalizing sig-
nificant changes to the technical and social composition of the working 
class. Rural forms of life were disrupted and reconfigured, giving rise to a 
(historically delayed) mass worker subjectivity. New patterns of everyday 

Rooftop view of the Strovolos II estate, showing the completed 

buildings and unfinished road infrastructure, c. 1977.

Photographs from Press and Information Office of the Republic of Cyprus.
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life developed accordingly, centered around the nuclear family, gendered 
labor, and dependency on the state. Everyday life on the estates thus be-
came a crucial site where social reproduction was reorganized in line with 
the requirements of post-war recovery and long-term urbanization. At the 
same time, the estates became highly politicized and contested spaces. 
Their symbolic value, tied to refugee identity, made them an important 
site of mobilization and political contestation. The mainstream Left’s 
presence on the estates was part of the post-1974 approach to consensus 
politics under national emergency. 

The Strovolos II project, as documented in the 1977 case study re-
port, offers a particularly revealing window into how these processes 
were articulated at the level of planning discourse as well as architectural 
practice. The emphasis on cost efficiency, proximity to employment, and 
access to social services highlights the connection of housing policy to 
economic recovery and social management. Planning and decisions have 
assumptions on labor, family structure, and social reproduction embed-
ded within them, translating economic imperatives into built form. The 
estates should be understood as products of historical continuity as much 
as children of crisis. They are a concrete result of a cycle of destruction 
and reconstruction. While triggered by the crisis of displacement, they 
followed pre-existing trajectories of urbanization and construction-led 
development, introducing an intense level of state involvement in social 
reproduction. Paying close attention to their spatial, social, and political 
logic allows us to dissect them as a central component of class formation, 
statecraft, and urbanization in the Republic of Cyprus.
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